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wholly inapplicable. It applies only, so far as it has
any force at all, to those whose preference of a candi-
date is grounded on his adhesion to one of the two
principal parties which happen for the time to be
struggling for ascendancy. And even to these it would
not apply in the event of any considerable reduction
of the franchise. The majority in every constituency
would in that event consist of manual labourers, whose
opinions would therefore prevail, if the present mode
of election were to remain unchanged, to the almost
total exclusion of the better educated minority.

If, indeed, it had been made for the express purpose
of providing that democracy in this country should be
entirely "unbalanced," no arrangement could possibly
have been better contrived. Under the present re-
stricted suffrage and inequality of representation its
injurious operation in this respect is comparatively
little felt; and it is this consideration which has been
before referred to as constituting a real objection, so
far as it goes, to any measure for the removal of that
inequality, and as rendering it desirable that such a
measure (of which, however, the advantages would in
any case greatly exceed the disadvantages) should in-
clude a remedy for the evil now under consideration.
But, whenever any large increase shall have taken place
in the number of those entitled to the franchise, the
mischief will be of a far more serious kind. A suffrage
either universal or widely-extended is a very different
thing under an electoral system which permits the
class best qualified for the exercise of political func-
tions to return members whose number is propor-
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